
GIS - Bespoke Solutions 

Property - Tourist Accommodation Appraisal 
Client:  Clydeview (Scotland) Ltd.   Location:  Renfrewshire 

Project Overview 

Our client required a council-wide assessment of key 
constraints and considerations in siting tourism       
accommodation in Renfrewshire to support their    
planning activity. 

Atmos built a GIS-based ranking model to map and 
rank development suitability across the council region 
against a number of categories, comprising:  

1. Transportation Links 

2. Regional Tourism 

3. Local Tourism 

4. Scenic Setting 

5. Scenic Views 

6. Environmental Constraints 

 

Key Challenges 

As the factor that attracts most visitors to Scotland, 
according to research, an innovative approach was 
needed to rank ‘scenery and landscape’ within the 
model. 

A scoring system was required to consider both     
positive and negative influences on site suitability,  
and a range of techniques were used to assess other 
categories such as travel time isochrones and pres-
ence/absence of  environmental constraints. 

 

Our Solutions 

A bespoke model was generated to map the landscape 
area visible from each grid cell, which was combined 
with landcover and ’naturalness’ data to produce a 
measure of scenic views. 

This methodology was also adapted to rank the local 
scenery that influences  setting at the site level.  

A traceable scoring matrix was developed to give equal 
weighting to each category. 

The Successful Outcome 

Our client has used this assessment process to discuss 
the merits of a site in compliance with Local Plan policy 
and the Council have now confirmed the acceptance of 
this as part of a pre-application submission which is   
ongoing. 

What our client said: 

“We are delighted with the outcome of this study and 

found Atmos totally professional in their approach. 

The ability to understand the issues, the aspects that 

would be of merit to the Planning Authority, and the 

ability to convey the material in an easily read graphical 

manner made the results of the commission easy to 

accept and incorporate.” 

Director, Clydeview (Scotland) Ltd.   
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 Acoustics and Noise 

 BREEAM Assessment 

 Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) 

 Ecology and Biodiversity  

 Environmental Due Diligence 

 Environmental Impact  Assessment (EIA) 

 GIS and Data Solutions 

 Habitat Management and Restoration 

 Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

 Ornithology 

 Site Feasibility and Scoping 

 Soils and Peatland Management 

 Stakeholder and Public consultation 

 Town Planning 

 Visualisation and Mapping 

 

Further Information 

Atmos built a flexible ranking model to allow each     
category to be calculated and weighted individually.   

The model provides a breakdown of category scores 
for any specific site location to understand the          
contribution to the overall score.    

The model was built exclusively from free data sources 
and can be adapted to cover different geographical   
extents where comparable data exists. 

Our Solutions 

Atmos offers a comprehensive range of environmental 
and planning solutions across the entire project          
life-cycle. From feasibility, scoping and planning             
submissions through to construction and on to post 
construction and operational monitoring.  

Our services include: 

CBC House 
24 Canning Street 
EDINBURGH 
EH3 8EG 

t: 0131 346 9100 

edinburgh@atmosconsulting.com 

Old Kilcoy House 
Tore 
ROSS-SHIRE 
IV6 7RZ 

t: 01463 723500 

inverness@atmosconsulting.com 

Linden House 
Mold Business Park 
Wrexham Road 
MOLD 
CH7 1XP 

t: 01352 744512 

mold@atmosconsulting.com 

Transporta on ‐ ranking travel  me to transport hubs 

Scenic views ‐ ranking degree of ‘natural’ land visible 

Environmental constraints ‐ avoidance of designated sites 


